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Teacher Certi ication
Teacher certification is the education system's process for

assuring that public schml teachers poseess minimum
qualifications. Each state determines its own certification
standard& Increased mobility among teachers suggests that
teacher candidates should have information about general
requirement for certification and where to locate particular
state requirements. This digeet provides information on
certification puepose and types. how to obtain information
about requirements, and prospects for change in requirements.

The Purpete of Certification
Certification is a process by which the state evaluates the

credentials of prospective teachers to ensure that they meet the
professional slander& set by the state education agency.
Certification ratifies the quality of teachers competence in
subject area educational methodology, teaching skills, and
potential classroom management ability (Roth and Mastain
1984). Closely linked to certificetion is state program approval
or institutionel approval which i5 the states process of
evaluating schools colleges, and departments of education. The
purpoee of such epproval is to eneure common curriculum
framework and professional standwds 80 that the states
teacher education programs pesduce graduatee who meet the
shatea certification requirements.

Some swim have deceloped their own standards for the
approval of individual teacher preparation program% however,
the most commonly used standards are those which have been
developed by the National Association of State Directors of
Teacher Education and Certification (NASDTEC) and have
been in the process of almost constant revision for the past 35
years,

The Interstate Peciprocity Compact. initiated in 1969 .
provides kr graduates of approved teacher education
programs in one participating state to be vented a certificate
in another participating slat*. Of the 37 states that have passed
reciprocity legislation. 33 state superintindenta hove signed
legal contracts which allow the granting of certificates and
facilitate the movement or fetchers across state lines.

Many states have certificstion procedures and/or criteria
mandated by state legislatures and/or set by 'tete boards of
education particularly since tem certification is a legal
proems. Criteria for certification however have professional
origins, and the state depanment of education's teacher
certification division carries out the proems (Roth end Mastain
1984). Some writers have made a dietinction between
certification and licensure. If gertificstion validates a person's
skills as a teacher and licensure provides for a process ,mhich
permits teaching (Shulman and Sykes 1986). thengicensine
appropriately describes the process in most states beemuse it is
a review of a paper application to verify that teschee
preparatory minimums have been met. The terminology
consistently used however. is "certification or "credentialine
(see Roth and Mastain 1964: Burks 1986: AACTE 1986).

Certification requiremenu differ nationwide_ NASDTEC
publishes the Manual on Certifiration and Preparation of
Educational Personnel in the united Stales (Roth and Maatein
1984), which describes eaeh state's requirements,

Types of Teacher Certification
Mose states reqnire that teacher candidates have

traduated from a regionally accredited hieher education
institution and provide automatic certification for a candidate
who hsa completed an sppmved teacher education program.
Some state, will also grant eertificates to applicants who hays
completed leachee preparation programs approved by the
National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Educetion
(NCATE). In addition many states require thst the candidates
achieve satisfactory scores on state-required tests for beginning
teachers. All states also have a "credit count- process f...
qualifying for a certificate An analysis of the college
transcript is cempleted to verify that the specific coursework
required is met. Provisional or temporary certificates are

issued while the applicant is completing the requiremen
full certification.

All states have separate certification for teachers,
administrators, and other school professionals such si5
librarians, vocational educaWrs, reading specialists, and
counselor& Most offer certification specific to subject area and
grade level, although the range of categorized grade levels
often varies among the state& Elementary school may be
defined as K-6. 1-8. or 14: middle scheol is listed variously as 4-
8. 6-9. or 7-8; high school ranges from 6-12 to 10-12. Initial
certification duration also varies, from a one- to three-year
provisional certificate in eeveral states to a tereyear
professional or permanent certificate in lows. Provisional
certificate renewal may require satisfactory completion of sn
induction program for beginning teacher% renewal of other
certificates may require proof of recent college credit in
specific content areas or of specific duration. The initial
certificates lifetime is not indicative of type Kentucky calls its
ten-yeer initial certificate "provisional' (Burka 19136) .

Wit SLIMS issue emergency credentials to teachers who do
not meet the states minimem requirements for a regular
credential (Roth snd Mastain 1984). Some states allow
alternative teacher certification foe people who have not
completed college or university teacher education programs,
For example local wheel e,:z.,:ricts In California can prepare
leacher trainees who receive credentials from the state just as
gesdustes from institutional programs do(ERIC Digvit 1

1986). Increasingly, states also offer provisional or
probationary certificates for teseher graduates who participate
In sponsored induction or internship programs.

Certlileaflon Requirements
An examination of certification requirements listed by

NASDTEC (Roth and Mastain 1984: AACTE 1986: and Burks
1986) yields the following information. All resew require the
teacher applicant to have completed a bachelor's degree and a
state-approved teacher education program or the "credit count-
coursework requirements. Some states specify a minimum
number of credit hours to be earned in certain acsdem:c
subjects. MOM require a recommendation from the applicant's
undergraduate institution and notarized copies of college
tranwripts and of any previously isaued teather certificates.
California requires fingerprints. Now Jersey requires an 'Oath
of Allegisnce West Virginia sad Hawaii require no
application fees: California requires more than $50 in fees.
Requirements for certification renewal also differ among the
states and may include satisfactom completion of a beginning.
leather induction proven a specified number of graduate
credit hours, or specified edvanced coursework.

Twenty-six states require examinations for certification,
The National Teachers' Examination (NTE) is used most often.
Twelve states have mandated examination requirements for
certification that must be implemented no later than 1989.
Only four SLAWS have no examination requirement ter entry
into or exit from a teecher education program (AACTE 1986) .

How te Obtain Current Certification Requirements
The most reliable tescher certification information source

for any state is the teacher credentialing office of the statee
education department Forty-six ewes refer certification
Inquiries to their teseher certification offices, located in the
Department of Education or Public Instruction. California and
Oregon have Witcher licensing commisaions that are separate
from the state department of education. Minnesota issues
certificetion information from the Personnel Licensing and
Placement Office. In Illinois. the State Beard of Education.
Certification Placement Section, offers the information.

In addition to the NASDTEC Manual another reliable
source of state cenification information iS Requirements fur
Certifkation. an annual publication of Chicago University
Press (Burks 1986).
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How Are Certification Requirements Expected to Devlop?
Teacher certification has become increarigly importaeratwith the increase in public concern for teaching quality ane=l

with the recognition that teachery.. like the reef society. have
become more mobile. The goal ot NCATE aldother natioraa.1
teacher education organizations is to instituteeacher
preparation programs in all states which will produce
nationally acceptable candidates for teacherretification
(NCATE 1985).

The latest proposal for improving teachrcertification
processes comes from the Carnegie Forum onEducation areal
th, Economy's Task Force on Teaching as a Profession. Its
much-publicized report. -A Nation Prepared:Teachers for t.he
21st Century- (1986) includes a national certilication plan. isA.
national certification board. supported and anted by the
teaching profession. would define and contrehandards for the
professional practice of teaching (Shulman andSykes 1980_
National certification is proposed as a volurney procedure t_.hat
would professionally enhance teachers' crededals by addinam-
to. but not rep(acing, state certification. Shulman and Sykem
provide general content and format propceaklur evaluatiort
precedures to be used in a national certificationprocess.

"Tomorrow's Teachers." the recent HolnisGroup repott
(1986). also expneues concern for the prevailladiversity of
certification procedures nationwide Thia groupof educatiora
deans from research universities protioaes thereation of
nationally; standardized examinations) to Jae required for all
beginning teachevs.

Both the Holmes and Carnegie reports consider national
control of the certification process as the best ay to achieve
standardized teacher certification. Netionel certification also.
would provide a forum for the increesed pariklation by
pinfessional education organizstione in eseablielsg standaram
and certification procedures. For esarnple. thArnerican
Association of Colleges for Teacher gducatiou(kACTE)
accepted the national certification coneePt at M1986 annual
meeting. AACTE is studying the proPosed chutes in
certification requirements and how they will affect teacher
education programs. The group intends to isaun report in
February 1987. The American Federation of Teachers and thee
National Education Association also endorsed the nationtl
certification board concept at their 1986 conventions. The
presidents of these two teachers' unions were need in
September 1986 to Carnegie's nationel-board pluming group
A national certification board is exneeted te beoperating by
summer 1987 (Education Week 10 Septernber
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